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The Owner-Built Home - Chapter 2 
Volume IV - Design and Structure 
Planning Systems: 
The Court-Garden House 
By Ken Kern 
( continued from last month) 
A second universal constant in design and structure economy 
is the space-time relation. Many of us continue to live in the New­
tonian world of three-dimensional static space. A building is of 
this static nature; we have to walk around it at ground level 
and view front, side, and rear elevations before we can compre­
hend its design and str1,1cture. But a building that offers continu­
ously changing relationships depicts a certain space-time quality, 
a dynamic relativity, motion in space. Compare Le Corbusier's 
roof-garden designs with the usual steep-pitched shingle roof. The 
flat roof-garden offers the viewer a new dimension, a new space 
relation-a view from above as well as from below. The court­
garden offers a similar illusion of motion in space. There is a cer­
tain floating continuity in window· transparency and penetration 
of indoor-outdoor spaces. 
COURT-GARDEN Twitchell 1948 
The purpose of achieving this space-time quality in our build­
ing design is simply to intensify our emotional reactions. An 
owner-builder should seek to develop new relations in his design 
which will make him more emotionally active and receptive. 
Much study has been given to this subject by psychologists. At a 
recent American Institute of Architect's convention, psychiatrist 
Humphrey Osmond said that the most carefully designed build­
ings today are zoos. An animal will die if not properly provided 
for. A human, however, learns to adjust. The emotional cost of 
this adjustment can.hardly be assessed, but it must be considera-iEven under a perfect but unchanging condition a dulling ef-
f, s experienced that would, in a comparable situation, kill the 
, b.earty beast. Freud has told us that iTTita.nts genera.te 'li.fe. 
e really need the changing cor�trasts and tensions of opposing 
space situations. 
Ecto-space, meso-space, endo-space relationships offer con­
trasts in terms of indoor-outdoor environment. Dr Osmond also 
distinguishes between sociopetal space and sociofugal space - a 
situation that brings people together and one that keeps them 
apart. Contrasts are also made between static space and fluid 
space. Motion in space is fluid whereas the eventual termination 
process is experienced as a static space. 
( continued next month) 
You Can, cont'd 
and building up under the blade 
of the mower. I tried this same 
system once with the mower rest­
ing on the ground and it didn't 
work. 
The comb guard on the front 
of the mower should be removed 
and arrangements made on the 
platform to raise the front wheels 
between 1 and 2 inches, and to 
block the mower so that it  will 
stay fixed in place. And a skirt 
should be placed around the 
mower to force all the chopped 
mulch to be thrown out the spout 
MEETINGS FOR 
SCHOOL OF LIVING 
FRIENDS AND MEMBERS 
The meeting scheduled at 
San Diego, Calif. with Life 
Science Foundation (Jan. 1) 
has been postponed. Watch 
for later announcement. 
Jan. 29-30, 1966 - School 
of Living regional meet­
ing, Community Hall, Mel­
bourne Village Homestead 
Assn., Melbourne, Fla. Re­
port on Oc:tober New Eng· 
land· meetings by Mildred 
J. Loomis. Write :to: W. B. 
Newcomb, 8240 New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne, Fla. 
Work on Old Mill, School 
of Living Center - week­
ends by arrangement. Write 
Mrs. Dee Hamil:ton, Heath· 
cote Rd., Freeland, Md. 
on the side. 
Then a chute or funnel should 
be made to feed the stuff into the 
whirling blade at the front of 
the mower. This funnel should 
be placed so that the material 
will hit the blade at the farthest 
point from the exit spout. On my 
mower this is to the right when 
facing it, as the blade whirls in 
a clockwise motion. The space 
from there to the spout under 
the mower must be blocked off, 
otherwise the material will be 
thrown out too soon. 
This mulcher will chop or 
shred most any material that is 
dry and brittle. Green stuff will 
go through if the stalks are not 
large, or if the material is r,ot 
viney so that it winds about the 
blade. If the mower stalls, either 
the stuff is too heavy or you are 
feeding it too fast. Brush up to 
half an inch in diameter will go 
through all right if it is dry and 
brittle. Turf with dirt on it must 
be dried first. Cornstalks should 
probably be laid by to partially 
decompose before being chopped. 
I haven't had any cornstalks to 
try on mine yet. I did put dry 
sunflower stalks through and 
they worked nicely. I built mine 
principally for palmetto fans and 
had to chop out the center stalk 
by hand, using a bench and a 
hatchet. I have laid these stalks 
by to become partially decom­
posed and then will chop them 
up. 
Be Careful 
A word of caution. Keeping 
hands and feet from under the 
mower still applies. Don't ever; 
I repeat, don't ever, try to push 
material on through the chute 
with your hands. You might 
New York Green 
Revolutioners Meet 
On Nov. 1, returning to Ohio 
from the School of Living ac­
tivities in New England, Mildred 
Loomis met with New York City 
area readers of our journals. 
Thirty people, including Dave 
and Kitty Stephens and Bruce 
and Ruth Elwell, from Phila· 
delphia, had a very lively get­
acquainted and planning session 
at the Ten Park Ave. Hotel (the 
facilities were a courtesy of 
George E. Moesel, a long-time 
friend and aide of the School of 
Living). After reacting to, "What 
do you want from the School of 
Living and what can you give 
to it?," plans were laid for a 
follow-up meeting in late No­
vember or early December. Her­
bert Rauch, 280 9th Ave., volun­
teered as secretary, and Abigail 
Grafton, 170 E. 2nd St., as con­
vener. 
Concern Over Organization 
Here, as is usual in School of 
Living members, they were re­
luctant to consider an organiza­
tion. Many persons fear the bu­
reaucracy and deadness that re­
sults in many groups when "or­
ganization" takes over and be­
comes the end, instead of the 
means. Yet School of Living peo­
ple like and benefit from face to 
face association. This or any 
joint and cooperative action re­
quires some organization, and 
we suffer from the lack of it. 
Dr. Charles Raebeck, profes­
sor of education at Adelphi Col­
lege, Suffolk, N. H., was ·present 
and expressed his concern to 
Mrs. Loomis. "I am concerned," 
he said, "that the School of Liv­
ing is not a real 'school,' with 
facilities, classes and curriculum. 
I strongly believe that we should 
work to correct these condi­
tions." 
Letters, cont'd 
tion and say frankly that had the 
owners of these bones lived 
longer, most would have passed 
on within 10 years from leu­
kemia-blood cancer. 
When radiated. food is eaten, 
the radiation i s  released. Is it 
eliminated naturally? The radio­
chemists say it is merely added 
to the radiation already in the 
eater's marrow. Will the public 
be informed if it is eating this 
kind of food? Certainly, in tiny 
type nobody sees. 
I maintain that John Q. Public 
HAS A RIGHT TO KNOW if the 
food he eats within 5 or 10 years 
will give him leukemia - the 
dreadful blood cancer - for 
which medical science HAS NO 
CURE. Your F & D Administra­
tion permits the sale of this dan­
gerous food to the. public.-Dr. 
Ann Wigmore, 25 Exeter St., Bos· 
ton, Mass. 
(advertisement) 
Gandhi's Writings 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY (cloth) 392p $2.50 
TRUE EDUCATION 600p 4.00 
NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE, 404p 1.95 
HAND-SPUN CLOTH, 244p 1.75 
HOW TO SERVE THE COW, 127p .55 
ASHRAM OBSERVANCES, 2 vol., 226p .85 
VEGETARIANISM, 34p .15 
SELF-RESTRAINT vs SELF· 
INDULGENCE (on sex). 208p I.JO 
FOR PACIFISTS, 113p .70 
MY RELIGION Jnp 1.10 
WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME, 49p .25 
COLLECTED WORKS, Volumes 1·13, 
7300p 47.50 
KEY TO HEALTH, 83p .30 
DIET AND DIET REFORM, 189p J.15 
NATURE CURE, 80p .45 
by other authors: 
RECOVERY OF CULTURE, by Henry 
Bailey Stevens, 270p (cloth) 3.00 
SUN IN THE SKY, by Walter O'Kane 
(Hopi Indians), 278p (cloth) 5.50 
A COMPASS FOR CIVILIZATION, by 
Richard Gregg 285p 1.85 
THE BIG IDOL, by Richard Gregg 
(analysis of money), 72p .50 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY, by Ammon Hen· 
THE°JouRNA
e
t
i
in-it:irr b°l".J/'6 
3·00 
THOREAU, 2 vol., 1888p (cloth} 20.00 
THE TWO VIET-NAMS, by Bernard Fall, 
510p (cloth} 7.95 
Secondhand, in sound condition: 
Tolstoy's WORKS, 24 volumes (com· 
plete to 1902), cloth 55.00 
Dickens' COMPLETE WORKS, 15 vol-
umes, cloth 18.00 
LES MISERABLES, by Victor Hugo, 
unabridged, cloth 2.75 
All prices are postpaid. 
Other titles may be requested. 
GREENLEAF BOOKS 
RFD. Raymond, New Hampshire 
push too far or stumble, and 
then goodbye hand. Use a soft 
and brittle piece of wood, some­
thing which the blade will cut 
readily. (Don't ever use metal 
or hard wood; the reason is ob­
vious.) 
ADVERTISING BATES 
Classified: 45¢ per line; mini­
mum 3 lines or $1.35; 30¢ per 
line for repeats of same ad. 
Per inch (8 lines), $3.20; $2 for 
repeats. $25 per inch for 12 con· 
secutive insertions. Average line 
has 29 spaces. 
Display: $4.40 per col. inch; 
$3 for repeats of same a9; cuts 
and mats acceptable. 
Payment should accompany or­
der. Repeat · insertions must be 
paid 3 months in advance. 
Write for yearly discounts, pro­
rated on client's total year's ex­
penditure with us. 
Arthur Harvey, Advertising 
Mgr., Raymond, New Hampshire. 
Deadline: 10th of preceding 
month (example, April 10 for the 
May issue). 
Homesteads and Homesteaders 
80 ACRES for sale, new log 
house, good soil, gravity water, 
timber. Ideal for groups.-Har­
ry G:riswold, Kaslo, British Co­
lumbia, Canada. g(12-65) 
Soil Aids 
ROCK PHOSPHATE, Colloidal 
Phosphate, Hybrotite (a potash 
rock), Granite Dust, Nitomin; 
also A & E Hybrotite. - Paul 
Degler, 51 Bethlehem Pike, Col­
mar, Pa. (on Rt. 309). (6-5y) 
Beauty Aids 
PROTECT your hands with "On 
Guard," the farm-tested, most 
effective hand cream. When all 
else fails, this often helps. 2 ozs., 
$2, postpaid. With each order, 
free "Cleanse With Care" sam­
ple on request. Hedda Maar, 
1472 Broadway, New York City 
10036. (9-65)2 
Books and Journals 
OAHSPE - "The New Revela­
tions" for the forthcoming 
"New Age." The new approach 
to founding the "Father's King­
dom on Earth." Free literature. 
Fabro & Nell Hanks, R. 1, Box, 
206, Morrow, Georgia, 30260. 
(7-65)12 
"PEACE OF MIND THRU NA­
TURE" - guidebook to better 
outdoor living, $1. Backwoods 
Journal, Paradox 5, N. Y. (Jour­
nal subscription $2 a year, sam­
ple 35c.) b(4-64) 
"COMMONAL: FREE WAY OF 
LIFE" shows natural steps for 
survival during strife of revo­
lution! $1 from: Star Box 32, 
Tecate, Calif. (10-65) 
DR. SHELTON's "Hygienic Re­
view." A unique Health maga­
zine - Radical, Revolutionary, 
Fearless. 12 issues for $3. P. 0. 
Box 1277, San Antonio, Texas. 
h(6-63)ex 
THE BUG BOOK: recipes for 
harmless insect controls. Illus­
trations identify insects. Cross 
indexed, recipes easy to find 
and make at home. Plants to 
repel insects and wild animals. 
Order from Philbrick, Box 96, 
Wilkinsonville, Mass. $3.65 pp. 
5 copies 40% off. p(ll-64)y 
CAILFORNIA HOMEOWNER, a 
24-page monthly, alive with 
sound economics, and action to 
return to the citizen the control 
of his own affairs. $2 a year.-
1571 N. Gower St., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90028 c(5-65)ex 
GO AHEAD AND LIVE! Even 
as world trends worsen, our 
200 page book is the more 
needed. As people heed the 
counsel here, the causes of war 
are reduced and conditions for 
peace created. Your copy for 
$4 (send one or more to a friend 
who would enjoy it), from the 
School of Living, Brookville, 
Ohio 45309. (6-65) 
FITNESS - The comprehensive 
natural health magazine which 
covers organic nutrition and 
health from the soil upwards. 
$3 a year (monthly), 35c a copy. 
Fitness, 255 7th Ave., New York 
City. (Published by Newman 
Turner Publications, Ltd.) . 
(5-63)ex 
HEALTH AND DAIRY GOATS. 
Many healthful products from 
dairy goats: milk, cheese, ferti­
lizer. National monthly maga­
zine, $2 yearly. Dairy Goat 
Journal, Box 836, Columbia 85, 
Mo. d(6-63)ex 
THE GREEN REVOLUTION - 3 
December, 1965 
JUNE BURN'S book, "LIVING 
lllGH." Joyous account of home­
steading in San Juan Islands 
and "troubadouring" through­
out the U. S. Illustrated edition 
with Postscript, only $3.00 post­
paid to "Green Revolutionists" 
(Reg. $4.50). Wellington Books, 
346 Concord Ave., Belmont, 
Mass. w(4-65)y 
Miscellaneous 
WILL REP AIR any broken plate 
for $5. $1 extra for each missing 
tooth. Send denture with remit­
tance to Dr. N. S. Hanoke, 224 
Illinois, St. Joseph, Mo. 64504 
h(ll-65)tf 
K IBB U TZ for humanitarian 
idealists. Details 50('. Write to 
Vegan Communities Movement, 
7 Tudor Rd., Wheathampstead, 
Herts, England. v(ll-65)12 
Economic Independence? Learn 
a craft while buying a going 
business. My shop producing 
handmade handbags, belts, san­
dals, etc., for sale to someone I 
will train. Previous leather ex­
perience unnecessary but must 
have stability and confidence 
in working, with hands. David 
Stephens, 258 S. 16, Phila., Pa. 
s(ll-65) 
HELP increase S.O.L. member­
ship; Clip and send us cartoons 
or cartoon ideas (fro:r;p maga­
zines, etc.) which express hu­
morously or satirically S.0.L.'s 
critical look at our society. They 
will be used as advertisements 
for A Way Out on college cam­
puses. Name and date of publi­
cation must be included. All 
material returned on request. 
Send to David Stephens, 258 S. 
16, · Phila., Pa. s(ll-65) 
ESPERANTO - UNE�( 'O ap­
prQved intt?rlanguagE' fPxt Pro­
nunciation Record. loaned 60 
days FREE F�PERANTO, 
Dept. GR. Middlt?ton, Wis. 
tr 10-65>12 
RU PTU R E D? PROVEN Ne 
Home Method. No surgery, 
shots, no lost time. Painless, 
expensive, details free. Wo 
Clinic, Dept. D, Box 145, Elkins, 
W. Va. 26241 w(9-65)2 
ENGLISH Horse Brasses, dis­
tinctive and decorative, $1.95 
each. Unique Lucky Brass Door 
Knocker, $2.49. Other interest­
ing offers; list free. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Variety Mart, Dept. 
A-24, Melbourn., Balby, Don­
caster, England. v(l2-65)1 
ALOE VERA, the miraculous 
medicine plant. Free brochure. 
Will ship plants and mature 
leaves anywhere. Write Aloe 
Vera Nursery, Minnie Saylor, 
1102 E. Riverview Dr., Truth or 
Consequences, N. M. 87901 
a(l2-65)12 
NON-SECTARIAN, liberal, intel­
ligent, self-employed deaf man, 
45, 5'4", 115 lbs., likes most 
outdoor activities and organic 
gardening, wishes to meet a 
mate with same interests and 
desire for a devoted home life. 
Leonard Heller, 621 Avalon 
Ave., Santa Rosa, Calif. 95401 
h(l2-65)12 
TWENTY different amusingly 
profound quotations of famous 
philosophers (Voltaire, Darwin, 
Nietzsche, Russell, etc.). Nicely 
printed on 31hx51h durable 
cards. Perfect for stimulating 
conversation, display, unique 
postcards, etc.· $1, from John 
Webster, P. 0. Box 1829, Mil­
waukee, Wisc. w(l2-65) 
RETIRED veg-fruitarian would 
like to meet a health minded 
woman, age 55-60, who would 
appreciate beautiful home and 
a man of my standard. Johnem, 
117 S. W. 8th St., Hailandale, 
Fla. 33009 j(l2-65) 
END ALL WAR! 
Now available, 6x9 leaflet indi­
cating constructive action in 
School of Living program to 
build peace. Use in letters, on 
marches, put on bulletin boards. 
100 for $1; 400 for $3. School 
of Living, Brookville, 0. 45309 
WRIFERS 
H. Y. publ!sher wants books an 111 1ubJ1cts 
fiction, nonflct{on. Ho fee torprote1110111I 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that shaw bow Jotrr 
book can be publlshed, publicized, sold; tips 
and article reprints an wrltlnr, publlshlnr, 
contracts. Write Dept. 
EXPOSlrlON 386 Park Aye. Sa., H.Y. 11 
JJ2L (12-65) I 
